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opinions of Bushrod Washington, as a Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, prove that he was a lawyer of ability ; and always he 
was a gentleman of high character. If his administration, for two suc- 
cessive terms, had not been very acceptable to the State, probably so 
formidable an oppornent as Bushrod Washington would have beaten 
him in the Legislature in the race for the office of Attorney General. 
He was the next successor of the famous " Light Horse " Harry Lee in 
the office of Governor of Virginia, and was also the next successor to 
Chief Justice John Marshall, for two years as the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Masons of Virginia. 

(to be continued) 



THE CHILES FAMILY IN VIRGINIA. 
(Compiled by W. B. Cridlin, Richmond, Va.) 

Left. Col. Walter Chiles, Gent. 
The Emigrant. 

Born in England and emigrated to Virginia before 1638, bringing with 
him, evidently in his own ship, his wife Elizabeth, sons Willam and 
Walter, and four other persons, viz : Henry Fulton, John Govey, John 
Shaw, Sarah Cole. 

For these emigrants he was awarded 400 acres in Charles City county 
(now Prince George), near the falls of the Appomattox River. The 
stipulation was as follows : " 50 acres being due for his own personal ad- 
venture, 50 for his wife Elizabeth, 50 for his son William, 50 for son 
Walter, and two hundred for the transportation of four other persons to 
the colony." 

On the 2nd of May of the same year (1638) he received a further grant 
of 250 acres on the Appomattox River (Land Book I, 55 1 and 625). This 
grant was described as " westerly from ye river and easterly, &c, upon 
the land of Edward Tunstall ; fifty acres for his own personal adventure 
and two hundred for the transportation of four other persons, viz : Wil- 
liam Webb, Stephen Gorris, John Kimberlin & Ann Polory." 

Other grants— 613 acres in Charles City county, March, 1638, (L. O., I, 
859); 813 acres, purchased of William Thomas, upon the southerly side 
of the river (Appomattox), in Charles City county. (L. O., II, 193 & 203). 

In 1641 he was granted a charter, with Walter Austin, Richard Hooe 
and Joseph Johnson, and "such others as they shall see fit to join them, 
to undertake to discover a new river, or unknown land, bearing west, 
southerly from the Appomattox River," &c, and given the privilege of 
trading with the Indians there found for the period of fourteen years. 

Represented Charles City in the House of Burgesses, sessions of 1642 
and 1643; represented James City, 1645-46-49-52 (elected Speaker). 
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There are no known record of some of the sessions, and he may have 
served during those not mentioned. (Hen. Stats., I, 258, 322, etc). 

He was a member of the Council in 1651, and is recorded as present 
at a meeting of the same in James City on September 29th of that year. 
(Northumberland Records and Virginia Historical Magazine, VIII, 107.) 

Not only did he take an active part in the affairs of the Colony, but, 
as a ship owner, traded with Holland, England and possibly Brazil, as 
appear from the following records of the seizure of his ship, " The Fame 
of Virginia" : 

"The Fame of Virginia" was returning from Rotterdam in 1652, 
whence he had sailed from Virginia on January 24th, 1651. Upon 
reaching Chesapeake Bay, he first put into port in Accomac county. 
After being for a time in Accomac waters, the ship sailed from thence 
bound for James City, but was pursued and captured by Capt. Robt. 
Henfield, who held a commission from the ' Protectors of the Liberties 
of England,' (Cromwell)." Three hours after which, in Hungar's 
Roads, Eastern Shore, the ship "Hopeful Adventure," Capt. Richard 
Husband, came up and made seizure, under pretext that Chiles had no 
license from Parliament and was bound with a cargo for Brazil. 

Colonel Chiles immediately applied to the Northampton authorities 
for assistance, maintaining that the seizure was "contrarie to ye peace 
of this countrye and also cont'y to ye ageem't made by ye Com'rs that 
were appointed by ye Keepers of ye Libertyes of England and ye 
damage of ye pet'r towe thousand pounds sterling." (Northumberland 
Record.) The amount equaled about $50,000 of our money of to-day. 
The ship was ordered released, but Captain Husband sailed away with 
the vessel, "to ye great indignation of ye commissioners thereof." 
(See William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. I, pp. 16, 152, 153.) 

It being rumored that the county would be called upon, by the com- 
missioners, to pay large sums of money to Walter Chiles, some of the 
inhabitants met in Hacke's " old field," where Stephen Horsey called 
the commissioners a company of "Asses & Villyans." (William and 
Mary Quarterly, I, pp. 75-6-7.) 

It was testified (June, 1653), by Thomas Harmanson, age twenty-two, 
and Dr. John Severns, age nineteen, as to this meeting, and that Capt. 
Thomas Johnson read them the order of the court, which caused Stephen 
Horsey to make the remark ascribed to him. 

It was represented to the Assembly (General) as a revolt from the 
"Right Ho'ble Parliament, instigated by Stephen Horsey." There- 
upon that body appointed a commission to proceed to the Eastern 
Shore to "deal out condign punishment to delinquents there, accord- 
ing to their demerits." 

Governor Bennett, on July 5, 1652, sent a note to the House of Bur- 
gesses (the Assembly convening on that date), in which he protested 
that he did not intend 'to intrench upon the right of the Assemblies in 
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the free choice of a Speaker, nor undervalue Left. Col. Chiles," but 
advised "that it was not so proper nor so convenient at this time to 
make choice of him, for that there is something to be agitated in this 
Assembly concerning a ship lately arrived, in which Col. Chiles hath 
some interest." (Hening, I, 378.) 

The Burgesses did not accept the advice of the Governor. The 
record states that " Left. Col. Chiles was chosen the next day, by a 
plurality of votes, Speaker of the Assembly." To the honor of Col. 
Chiles, he at once declined to serve, having represented to the House 
his " extraordenarie occasions in regarding to the dispatch of some 
shipping now in the country, in which he is much interested." {Hening, 
1,378.) 

At this session the House of Burgesses granted him the ship " Leo- 
poldas," as a forfeit, with all its equipment, guns, &c, for the sum of 
/400, said ship having been confiscated for violation of the Navigation 
Laws. {William and Mary Quarterly, I, 17; Hening, I, pp. 377-78). 
This was, at our valuation of to-day, about $10,000 in addition to the 
$50,000 loss on the " Fame of Virginia." Hening has in a footnote the 
account of the transfer of the " Leopoldas," in which the ship is de- 
scribed. 

On July 26, 1653, the Court of Northampton, according to an order of 
the late Assembly, notwithstanding a petition of part of the inhabitants 
of the county, representing that the rumors of their disloyalty was false, 
and that their complaint was against the taxes laid on account of Capt. 
Chiles' ship, declared "all the subscribers of the writing, called 'a pro- 
test,' disabled from holding office, including Left. Col. Scarborough, 
who was charged with being ' an assistant and instrument concerning 
the subscribing of the same.' " This order was reversed March 16th, 
1658, {.Hening, I, 580), five years after the death of Colonel Chiles. 

Of the two sons of Colonel Chiles, William is not again mentioned in 
the records of the colony. He was evidently the second son, and either 
returned to England or perpaps died soon after coming to Virginia. 
The first supposition seems the more likely, as Walter Chiles, Jr., is 
mentioned as "eldest son and heir," in deed of Rev. James Wadding 
and wife. (See W. C, 2.) 

In this deed Colonel Walter Chiles is recorded as having died in 1653. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



